Chilliwack Minor Hockey

Exceptional Rep Player Tryout Request Policy (U11-U18)
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Chilliwack Minor Hockey is introducing the Exceptional Player Rep Tryout Request to provide the opportunity for association members to seek movement for their under-age player into a higher age category for the purposes of rep hockey (U11-U18). This process does not include initiation divisions, although players who will be going into their final year of initiation hockey are eligible to apply for the exemption to take part in U11 rep hockey.  This process put in place will determine whether a player is best suited to continue with their current age group, or if a move to a higher age group will better facilitate their long-term development. 

In order to be deemed an “exceptional player” who warrants the opportunity to try out in a higher age category, players must have skill levels that are clearly superior to his or her peers in their own age category and be capable of competing at a high level against players of a higher age category.

Players will not under any circumstances be permitted to advance more than one age category. Exceptional status will only be granted for the current season and is only eligible to players who are entering into their 2nd year of eligibility in their current age bracket. Families will need to re-apply in order to receive exceptional status for future seasons. 


Exceptional Rep Player Tryout Request Requirements:

Players who are granted the opportunity to explore playing in a higher division will be granted this position only under the following circumstances:

i) Application form has been completed and sent to CMHA President Lee McCaw by August 10th, 2025. 
ii) Application is complete with a one-page letter from the parents of the player requesting exceptional status detailing why they feel that their son or daughter is best suited to advance beyond their age group for the upcoming season. 
iii) Application is complete with a one-page reference letter from their previous seasons head coach outlining why they feel that the player should be given the opportunity to try out in a higher age-bracket. 
iv) After receiving the player application, the player and coach development committee agrees that the player should be provided the opportunity to move forward in the rep tryout process. If in the event that the player & coach development committee does not feel that the player should receive exceptional player status to move up a level, families will be notified via email that their request has been denied. No appeals will be made available.



Exceptional Rep Player Tryout Request Parameters:

i) Upon being granted the opportunity to explore trying out for a rep program in a higher division, players must be ranked in the top 50% of the tryout group at the conclusion of Phase 1 in order to remain in the higher age level. If players are not ranked by independent evaluators in the top 50% of the tryout group they will immediately be placed in their age appropriate division for the duration of the tryout process. 
ii) Players who have successfully made it past Phase 1 in a higher age level will need to be ranked in the top 50% of the A2 pool at minimum at the conclusion of Phase 2 to be considered eligible to continue in the tryout process at the higher age level. If players do not receive a ranking in the top 50% of the A2 pool at minimum at the conclusion of Phase 2 they will immediately be placed in their age appropriate division for the duration of the tryout process. 
iii) If players complete the above requirements they will then be able to remain in the tryout process and take part in rep hockey for the duration of the season at the higher age level. 
iv) [bookmark: _GoBack]In the event that a player does not make the team that they intended to try out for ex: looking to play A1 but placed on the A2 team, they will not have the option to abandon the process at this point, they will remain with the division they chose to try out with. 
v) In the event that a player does not make the team that they intended to try out for and chooses to leave the association to pursue non-sanctioned hockey opportunities, families will remain responsible for payment of rep fees for the current season. Any outstanding fees will be placed on account and will be due prior to registration in future seasons. 






Chilliwack Minor Hockey 

Exceptional Rep Player Tryout Request Form 

Player Name: 

Player Date of Birth: 

Parents Names: 

Email: 

Phone Number: 


Current Division:

Previous Team & Level: 

Division Applying For:     


Upon signing below, I, the parent(s)/guardian(s) of the applicant, acknowledge that I have read and I understand the process outlined in this document

Parent Name (Please Print): 

Parent Signature: 



** Please submit the above application as well as the following documents to CMHA President Lee McCaw no later than August 10th, 2025, via email to president@chilliwackminorhockey.com 


Additional Documents Required:

· One-page letter from the parents of the player requesting exceptional status detailing why they feel that their son or daughter is best suited to advance beyond their age group for the upcoming season. 
· One-page reference letter from their previous seasons head coach outlining why they feel that the player should be given the opportunity to try out in a higher age-bracket. 
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